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of the nearer Himalaya as the big rivers pass below the
mountain wall.

The country watered by these two systems, the Indus and
the Ganges, has one fundamental difference. The Ganges
valleys are within the area of the full summer rains, and
therefore are not devoid of water. The Indus rivers and
their tributaries run through a country outside the regular
relief of the rainy season, which gasps and pants for water.
To the Punjab, the Land of the Five Rivers, the canal
systems have given a new and teeming life. In the Ganges
system they have but added to and made more certain the
prosperity which the rainy season to some extent ensured.
In the British Islands we cannot realize the effect of the long
waterless months when the cattle show every rib to the
counting, and can hardly even search for the lost blades of
grass, nor the joy when the rains come and the grass grows
again as a miracle in the night-time.

THE WESTERN TABLE-LAND

So much for the great rivers at this moment, and we have
done enough if we can see in our mind's eye these two great
mountain walls with the plains at their foot through which
run the huge rivers, to the right hand and to the left, parallel
to the mountains. Let us now turn to the western coast,
and we shall see another and a different natural phenomenon
of the hardening crust. Here it is as if the great pan of
molten India had been tipped up at the west, and solidified
thicker at the west and shallower in the eastern plains where
the Ganges runs. The result of this tipping has been that
when the casting came out of the mould as it were, there was
a great and solid ridge of cliff and mountain facing the
western sea, the shore of the Indian Ocean or Arabian Sea,
for it carries both names at your fancy. This great wall that
varies from one to two thousand feet in height is known as
the Western Ghats or more generally as the Ghats. An
up-ended line of rugged mountains, it runs from near Surat,
north of Bombay far down to the south for many hundreds